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Gap—there is a huge and growing one between our culture, and the way God says 

things are supposed to work. Roles of men and women fit into this construct. 

 

Duh factor  Common sense  

• For most people, it’s a no-brainer that men should be able to do anything women 

can do and vice versa.  

• A hope for this presentation is that people will see the “common sense” nature of 

the differences between the sexes—that it’s a good thing. 

 

Why important? 

• Because it IS important to a lot of people 

• Figuring this out anew will help us serve better as a Church 

 

The Lord’s Word is the source-text 

• Scriptures 

• Writings for the New Church 
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Focus on the Church, and the realm of the spirit 

• MANY applications and considerations outside of the Church realm, but not the 

focus for tonight 

 

Goals 

• Introduce teachings that belong in the conversation (not solve everything) 

• Behold some beautiful teachings from our God about the ways He has created us, 

and begin to consider some of the implications of those teachings 

• In our Church congregation: usefulness—being able to serve more effectively 
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Start with the Lord, because He is the Creator, in whose image we are created (men 

and women). 

 

Father, Son, Holy Spirit—the Trinity—is one model through which to view the Lord 
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Take away “masculine” identifiers, there are words that describe God “above” gender 
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• “The Lord is mercy itself, because He is love itself, which wills the salvation of all.” 

(Arcana Caelestia 10659) 

 

• “Pure love that wills to save all  people” (Arcana Caelestia 1735) 

 

• “The essence of love is loving others who are outside oneself, wanting to be one 

with them, and blessing them from oneself.” (True Christian Religion 43) 
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• Divine Being = Father (Divine Itself); Divine Coming-Into-Being = Son (Divine 

Human) (Arcana Caelestia 6880; cf. Divine Love and Wisdom 34) 

• “Good without truth cannot manifest itself” (Arcana Caelestia 9808) 

• “Truths are the means through which the good of love comes into manifest being, 

and becomes something.” (Doctrine of Life 39) 

• “ ‘The Word’ is Divine Truth which in its Essence is the Infinite Manifestation of 

the Infinite Being, and is the Human of the Lord Himself.” (Arcana Caelestia 4687) 

• The Word became Flesh… (John 1:14) 
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• The Holy Spirit is the Divine Energy and Operation proceeding from the One 

God.” (True Christian Religion 138) 

 

• “Generally speaking, the Divine actions and powerful effects meant by the Holy 

Spirit are the acts of reforming and regenerating us” (True Christian Religion 142) 

 

• “Depending on the outcome of this reformation and regeneration, the divine 

actions and powerful effects also include the acts of renewing us, bringing us to 

life, sanctifying us, and making us just; and depending on the outcome of these in 

turn, the divine actions and powerful effects also include the acts of purifying us 

from evils, forgiving our sins, and ultimately saving us.” (TCR 142, continued) 

 

Add: 

• Enlightening, providing, answering prayers, protecting, inspiring, etc. 

 

NOTE: The GOAL of God’s love and wisdom is USEFULNESS—doing something 

that makes a difference in people’s lives 
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The same qualities of LOVE, MANIFESTATION by truth, and ACTIVITY can be 

viewed in terms of goodness and truth 

 

• “The terms ‘truth of good’ and ‘good of truth’ are used because in the case of a 

person who is being regenerated, and especially of one who has been 

regenerated, truths emanate from good, and forms of good emanate from truth.” 

(Arcana Caelestia 9300) 

• “The good of truth is truth present in will and action and becomes a matter of 

life.” (Arcana Caelestia 4538)  

• First good = Love, motivation; Second good = Use, action 

 

NOTE again, the goal of usefulness—that goodness result in people’s lives 
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Not only “Lord saving” but “Lord blessing” 

 

What’s introduced on this slide is a DUALITY within the TRINITY. The transition-

points are defined by the two terms, “truth of good” and “good of truth” 

 

NOTE also the introduction of the Word and the Church as tools that the Lord uses 

to provide salvation and blessing in our lives—and cause usefulness to happen. 
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What we’re really here to talk about is men and women. We transition, then, to the 

way that this construct which defines GOD, has a great deal to teach us about the 

way God created men and women. 
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Is there anything on this page you would question? (Allow for questions and 

discussion) 

 

Obviously, even with these beginning concepts there is a distinction being made that 

may or may not put a person in a “let’s see where this goes” frame of mind. 

 

However, if we ensure that the EQUAL part is constant, most people are willing to 

hear that there is a characteristic difference in nature between men and women. 
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Both created in the image of God: 

• “What ‘male and female’ is used to mean in the internal sense was very well 

known in the Most Ancient Church…. They called the understanding in the 

spiritual person Male and the will Female, and when the two acted as one, they 

called it Marriage.” (Arcana Caelestia 54) 

 

The following said of men and women: 

• “Every person on earth is born into the human form anatomically. That is because 

his or her spirit—which we also call the soul—is human; and it is human because 

it is capable of receiving love and wisdom from the Lord. Furthermore, the more 

a person’s spirit or soul does receive these, the more human he or she becomes.” 

(Divine Love and Wisdom 287) 

 

• “…as human beings created in the image of God, to whom have been given, and 

are continually given, the faculties of understanding and willing, of believing and 

loving, and of speaking and acting, entirely as though of themselves, especially in 

spiritual matters, because they are what make a person human. (Apocalypse 

Revealed 675:6) 
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Key teaching: Heaven and Hell 369—what makes ALL OF US human is an ability to think 

and an ability to love—will and understanding. 

 

Our Part Series—The things we teach on Sunday morning are aimed at 

both men and women.  Consider the list of topics coming up: 

 

· October 2: Respond: “Active, Not Passive” 

“Behold I stand at the door and knock.” (Revelation 3:14-22) 

 

· October 9: Learn: “You Were Given A Brain...” 

“Others fell on good ground and yielded a crop...” (Matthew 13:3-9) 

 

· October 16: Figure Things Out: “Solutions Come  To Problem-Solvers” 

“He who had received five talents went and traded with them…” (Matthew 25:14-30) 

 

· October 23: Pray: “You Just Might Get What You Ask For” 

“Pray to your Father who is in the secret place...” (Matthew 6:5-13) 
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· October 30: Commit: “Nothing To Lose And Everything To Gain” 

“Sell all that you have..., and come, follow Me.” (Luke 18:18-23) 

 

· November 6: Change: “A Chosen Constant” 

“I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners to  repentance.” (Matthew 9:1-12) 

 

· November 13: Reconcile: “Life’s Too Short” 

“First be reconciled, and then come and offer your gift.” (Matthew 5:23-26) 

 

· November 20: Help: “When Stepping Back Is Not An Option” 

“When he saw him, he had compassion…” (Luke 10:25-37) 
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That key passage from the last slide continues… 

• Men tend to view the world more from the “understanding” part of their minds 

• Women tend to view the world more from the “will” part of their minds 

 

Rev.  Eric Carswell advertisement from a few years back 

 

There are observable differences between the sexes. What are some of them that 

you have experienced, or that you have heard others reflect on? 
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Another way of describing the fundamental difference in orientation: 

 

Yes we know… 

• Affectionate men 

• Intelligent women 

• Both can be enlightened 

• Both can be sensitive to the needs of others 

 

Let’s hold onto and honor the unique God-given strengths  

• Men will tend to be truth oriented, idea oriented, fact oriented 

• Women will tend to be people oriented, affection oriented, relationship oriented. 
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The will predominates (HH 369) 

 

“A form of love” (Conjugial Love 66) 

 

Relationship sensitivity:  

• “The feminine is a will-oriented form” (Conjugial Love 223; cf. n. 91).  

• “It is feminine to perceive from love” (Conjugial Love 168).  

• “Women have an interior perception of love” (Conjugial Love 48).  

 

Marriage orientation: 

• “This atmosphere is received by the female sex and communicated through it to 

the male sex. Where a true married love exists, [it] is received by the wife, and by 

the husband solely through is wife” (Conjugial Love 209, 222-224).  

• Concerning wives, we read, “A desire to unite her husband to her is constant and 

continual in a wife, but inconstant and intermittent in a husband” (Conjugial Love 

160).  
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Family orientation 

• We read again in our teachings, this time concerning the Lord’s energy to create 

and to protect what has been created, “This atmosphere affects the feminine sex 

primarily, thus mothers, and the masculine sex or fathers from them” (Conjugial 

Love 393).  

 

“In women the mind is elevated into a higher warmth” (Conjugial Love 88) 

 

“It is masculine to perceive from the intellect, and feminine to perceive from love… 

Love does not go beyond what it feels” (Conjugial Love 168) 

• NOTE: This passage indicates that women have a tougher time separating their 

hearts from certain situations. The implication is that there will tend to be less 

rigid objectivity. Often that can feel like a limitation, but is it? Why is it a bad thing 

that women tend to hold on tenaciously to the “people affected” part of the 

equation, and don’t tend  towards the cold hard objective place in the way man 

are inclined towards?  

 

“The perceptive [quality] of the feminine mind…senses loves, feelings, tendencies, 

and relationships, perceiving them from love rather than analyzing and arranging 

them and working them out as men tend to do.” (Rt. Rev. Peter Buss Sr.) 

 

Stepping back from this list: There’s a lot of “goodness” there—said in terms of 

appreciating, and in the more technical sense that women specialize in goodness 

(heart stuff) 
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The understanding predominates (HH 369) 

 

Interestingly, as a generalization, it is often okay to talk about ways in which women 

excel, but less okay in todays world to consider the complementary way in which 

men can excel. Just an observation. 

 

“A male is born intellect-oriented”  (Conjugial Love 33) 

• Note a distinction between intellect-oriented and intelligent. Obviously the two 

terms are related, but the intent of this teaching is in no way to suggest that men 

are somehow smarter than women. The emphasis is on the view of the world, or 

people, or situations. The things of the understanding—the truth of the situation, 

the facts, the concepts involved—will tend to be where a man’s mind goes. 

 

The love which drives a man from his very core is the love of becoming wise 

(Conjugial Love 90, 66)  

“With respect to the disposition of the male, reason sees that it is a disposition to 

know, understand, and be wise.” (Conjugial Love 90:2)  

• Wisdom is something, for men and women, that tends to show up later in life, 

after lots of life-experience.  
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• Knowing comes first, then understanding, then wisdom. 

 

“The intellect of men…ascends into a light in which women are not.” (Conjugial Love 

165) 

“In men the mind is elevated into a higher light” (Conjugial Love 188) 

• This is the complement to the teaching that says that in women the mind is 

raised into superior heat 

 

“The intellect also perceives those sorts of matters which transcend the body and 

the world.” (Conjugial Love  168) 

• This is the objectivity, or separation from the impact on people, mind-set that 

men are said to have in a way that women do not 

• Most often, in my experience, people react against this teaching. In my own 

reflections, I see this as a strength and a weakness. The strength is in the 

separation. The weakness is the coldness or lack of feeling that can be rather 

desolate… 

 

“The church is implanted first in the man, and through the man in his wife, because 

the man with his understanding acquires the truth that the church teaches” 

(Conjugial Love 125) 

• Note: this teaching goes on to say  this is the way things are supposed to work, 

but they don’t always work out that way. 

• Another thing to notice here is that it’s not talking about the person who initially 

says “we need to go to church”. That could very well be a feminine perception 

and call.  

• It is suggesting that men can bring their intellect orientation to bear on the truths 

of the Church. 
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“…nothing in the two sexes is the same, although there is nevertheless a capacity 

for conjunction in every detail…..Masculinity in the male is masculine in every part, 

even in the least part of his body, and also in every idea of his thought, and in every 

bit of his affection. So, too, with femininity in the female.” (Conjugial Love 33) 

• Note that this passage speaks against a “feminine side” to men or a “masculine 

side” to women. The orientation is thoroughly masculine or feminine, even though 

we’ve already seen teachings that clearly say that both men and women have 

intellect and will. 

 

Men without women 

1. Pride of his own intelligence—this is a particularly common pitfall for men 

“There are, in consequence, two loves in a man, one of which is the love of 

growing wise, which comes first, and the second of which is the love of 

wisdom, which comes afterwards. But if this second love continues on in a 

man, it is an evil love, and is called conceit or love of his own intelligence. It 

will be established later that to keep this love from destroying man, it was 

provided from creation that this love be taken from him and transferred into 

woman, so that it might become conjugial love, which makes him whole 

again.” (Conjugial Love  88) 

2. Aggression— (even to the point of “owning” their wives—Conjugial Love 291) 
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3. Unfeeling 

 

Women without men 

Can’t find as many direct teaching that shows the pitfalls of women without men, 

but my take is: 

1. “Friendship of love” (True Christian Religion 446)—a negative term used to 

indicate a kind of blindness to the flaws of another whom one loves, so much 

so that they are led to do unwise or even hurtful things 

2. Manipulative (Conjugial Love 291) 
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Let’s put ALL THAT STUFF about men and women into the schematic we saw with 

regard to the Lord 

• “In the next chapter we will show that the truth of good or truth from good 

exists in the male and is the essence of masculinity, and that the good of truth or 

good from truth exists in the female and is the essence of femininity.” (Conjugial 

Love 61) 

 

• “The difference [between men and women] essentially consists in this, that the 

inmost quality in masculinity is love, and its veil wisdom, or in other words, it is 

love veiled over with wisdom, while the inmost quality in femininity is that same 

wisdom, the wisdom of masculinity, and its veil the love resulting from it.” 

(Conjugial Love 32) 

 

Outcomes: 

• We are created in the image of God 

• God created men 

• God created women 

• He INTENDED for them to specialize in a different part of the equation that 

leads to usefulness 
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• The specialty of the masculine is to see and present the truth objectively—to 

manifest goodness, or talk about it by means of truth—”This is what God says” 

• HOWEVER men can get stuck there. What’s the goal? Usefulness, not idea 

generation. 

• The specialty of the feminine is two-fold: a focus on the people needing to be 

helped, and a drawing out of the ideas with a drive to see them applied 

 

21 



22 



“That is called the Church where the Lord is acknowledged, and where the Word is; 

for  the essentials of the Church are love to the Lord from the Lord, and faith in the 

Lord from the Lord; and the Word teaches how a person must live in order that he 

or she may receive love and faith from the Lord.” (Arcana Caelestia 10761) 

 

“Where the Word is, there is the Church” (Arcana Caelestia 10765) 

 

“We are to love the church as our neighbor on an even higher level [than we love 

our country]. The church teaches us the means that lead to eternal life and 

introduces us into that life. It leads us to eternal life by means of the true things in 

its body of teaching. It introduces us to that life through good ways to live.” (True 

Christian Religion 415) 

 

“It is well known that a church is like its doctrine, and the Word is the source of 

doctrine. Yet it is not doctrine which establishes a church, but the wholeness and 

purity of its doctrine, and consequently its understanding of the Word.” (True 

Christian Religion 245)  

 

“A church is a church…” 

23 



• A church is a church from good which is formed by truths. (Apocalypse Revealed 

43; cf. Arcana Caelestia 3470, 4835; Apocalypse Explained 707, 863) 

• The church is a church from the Lord through the Word. (Apocalypse Revealed 44) 

• A church is a church from doctrine there, and from life according to it (Apocalypse 

Explained 384; cf. n. 799, Apocalypse Revealed 17) 

• The church is a church from the good of love to the Lord and from the good of 

love towards the neighbor. (Apocalypse Explained 938) 

• The church is a church from charity and faith. (Arcana Caelestia 388) 

• To me these are fascinating teachings. But two particular teachings caught my 

attention.  

• A church is a church by virtue of its affection for truth (Arcana Caelestia 4449; cf. 

Apocalypse Explained 675) 

• The church is a church from this that the Lord is adored and that the Word is 

read. (Apocalypse Explained 1069) 

 

Note the overall emphasis on the Word and the truth, which is obviously balanced 

with teachings about where the truth leads, namely a good life. 
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I think these are obvious and accessible. 
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NOTE: We’ll come back to these when we consider the potential applications of 

male and female strengths in the Church. 
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Two interpretations 

• The LONG arrow: The Church is the tool the Lord has given us to help us to 

heaven: Motivated by love/good, it should teach the Word, all with the goal of 

people leading useful lives in keeping with those teachings 

• This spans the whole trilogy of good to truth back to good  (use) again 

• The SHORTER arrow: Technically, and traditionally, the Church has been viewed 

(and there are lots of teachings to support it—some of which we already looked 

at) as an institution of learning and worship.  

• From that comes ENCOURAGEMENT to live as the Church/Word 

teaches, that’s on all of us in our “community” 

• The focus of the Church, then, is on teaching the Word of God 

 

Now we come to the most controversial facet of this whole subject, namely the 

priesthood 

• I was advised to avoid it, and I won’t dwell on it, but I can’t totally leave it out. It 

would be a disservice to those wishing to hear a full treatment on the topic of 

women, men and the Church, and it would be a disservice to the teachings 

themselves that we are given. 

• There are lots of teachings about the priesthood that show a direct overlay of the  
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Priesthood and the Church (in this “teaching” construct—the shorter arrow) 

(see teachings below) 

• In that vein, the Congregation is the other half (actually much more than half) of 

the equation, taking what is offered by the Church and applying 

 

In today’s world, I believe most of us operate under the LONG arrow construct for 

the Church—the one that includes teaching AND support for living sponsored 

directly by the Church 

• There are teachings which support this expanded “church” model 

• The encampment of Israel, seen as a whole, is a symbol for the Church 

itself (see Apocalypse Explained 799:3; Arcana Caelestia 3703:18). More 

broadly, it stands for the whole of the Lord’s kingdom, or the ideal state of 

the Church—all the many components it should have, and the order it 

should exhibit (cf. Arcana Caelestia 6335; Apocalypse Explained 431).  

• The Holy City New Jerusalem—what’s inside it and what’s outside 

• We’ve extended it, in part, because “community” ISN’T functioning the way it 

should, so the Church takes on the role of modeling behavior that should be 

championed by society but isn’t. 

• Another wrinkle to this discussion is the intended “reach” of the priesthood. 

There are ways in which circumstances and needs have pushed the role of the 

priesthood beyond it’s God-given use into being all things in the congregation, 

rather than just the spiritual leader and teacher of the Word. Food for thought... 

 

The Priesthood 

• “Take notice of all things which happen according to order...” (Heavenly Doctrine, 

paragraph no. 312) 

• “Overseers over the things with mankind that belong to heaven, or over 

ecclesiastical things, are called priests, and their office is called the priesthood” 

(Arcana Caelestia, paragraph no. 10793; cf. Heavenly Doctrine, paragraph no. 314).  

• They are to “teach the truth and lead thereby to the good of life” (Heavenly 

Doctrine, paragraph no. 315).  

• Another way of saying essentially the same thing, is that “they must teach people 

the way to heaven, and must also lead them” (Arcana Caelestia, paragraph no. 

10794).  

• “The good of the priesthood is to care for the salvation of souls, to teach the way 

to heaven, and to lead those whom he teaches” (Doctrine of Life, paragraph no. 

39). 
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If THIS—the LONG Church arrow—is what we’re doing, I would argue that 

Masculine and Feminine gifts would align as indicated, with specialties given by God 

that should take the lead or be given space to shine. 

• NOTE: The Priesthood does have a significant role when it comes to the Church.  

• It is THE role that is directly taught and defined in the Word, and that is significant.  

 

Implications: 

• Alright. In my construct, which I pray is from the Word, the priesthood overlays 

with the masculine form. It just does. That’s not meant to be “in your face.” It’s not 

meant to “defend the territory”. Some have asked why I don’t support at this time 

a feminine priesthood, and truthfully, this is why. 

• BUT if we DO have a male priesthood, let’s not forget the challenge that men can 

have: pride of their own intelligence, and a colder, intellect-oriented posture. Who 

influences them to NOT do that? Women. 

• I would suggest that the women of the Church will specialize, with their people 

orientation, relationship focus, etc., on the “what useful things should we be doing 

for people” side of the equation.  

• It’s NOT that they will be the only voices saying we have to be useful and help 

people. All of us are called to a life of usefulness. In the gamut of usefulness,  
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however, women are more wired than men to understand human states and 

needs. At least that’s what the teachings say to me. 
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Let’s come back to our Core Values, and see what happens: 

• The Word is the foundation of all we do. 

• To my view, this core value clearly belongs on the left side of the equation, 

and will always be the focus of the Priesthood. It also speaks to where 

men in general could engage. 

• However, the Church as a whole, with men and women, is intended to be a 

learning/reading church, which engages with the teachings and feeds back 

to the priesthood such things as what could be preached, as well as how 

the truths taught are being received. 

• Foster personal spiritual growth. 

• This is the underlying goal of the church—salvation—and it should be 

implicit in all we do, drawing on the strengths of men and women to 

ensure that it is a front-and-center focus. 

• Strengthen marriage and family.  

• While there is teaching function—an important one—in this dimension, 

the teachings we’re given indicate that women will have an insight into how 

best to support marriage and family.  

• The point is NOT that men can’t speak to the issues of marriage and 

family, or that men aren’t equally responsible for supporting these core  
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relationships. There is something here worth considering, though, on how 

to take the lead from feminine wisdom and perception on what is truly 

needed in this realm. 

• Promote a life of useful service. 

• Again, everyone has the calling to be useful, and the church exists in part 

to promote usefulness. There is no question, however, that usefulness 

belongs on the right side of the equation. The implication, for me, is that 

women may be more attuned to the needs that exist, and may have a 

stronger impulse that the Church must make a useful difference in 

people’s lives. 

• Build a sense of community. 

• Community is in essence a “people” word. It’s all about healthy 

relationships. Again, while there is a teaching component here, and there is 

responsibility for men and women to participate in healthy community, the 

use seems to align with the right side of the equation, as something that 

women would have insights into in ways that men do not. 

 

Note the PARTNERSHIP that is portrayed. There is an intentional drawing on the 

strengths of both sexes for the good of the Church.   

Note also, while there seems to be a “weighting” on the right side of the equation 

(which is understandable when we think of the goal of everything in the Lord’s 

Word), we must not forget the heavy emphasis the teachings give to the place of the 

Word, and teaching from the Word, in definitions of “the Church”.  It really is 

pervasive. 
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On staff? 

• While only the priesthood is directly taught, there appears to be freedom to 

bring feminine perspective into the Church, even as staff members 

• Compelled to say that it hasn’t always been essential that we do. In 21st Century 

Glenview, I believe it is important that we do. 

 

What should  MEN do? (Pete’s interpretation) 

• Read the Word 

• Attend Church 

• Strive for the understanding that is needed to help the people and situations of 

life 

• Listen to the useful things suggested by women, or the problems needing to be 

solved 

• ENGAGE 

• Love the bonds of marriage and support their families 

• Attend to their own spiritual growth 
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What should women do? (Pete’s interpretation) 

• Care about people and voice those cares 

• Recommend that the Church address certain states of need 

• Be champions for the core relationships of marriage and family 

• Attend Church 

• Read the Word 

• Attend to their own spiritual growth 

 

Back to beginning:  

• Teachings that belong in the conversation 

• Doesn’t solve everything, but gets us thinking from the Word 
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